Imagination toward a thriving society

Cardus is a non-partisan think tank dedicated to
clarifying and strengthening, through research and
dialogue, the ways in which society’'s institutions
can work together for the common good.

https://www.cardus.ca/
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Faith Communities program themes

 Freedom of religion and conscience
* Religioninthe public square
* Faith congregations in the social architecture
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TOWARD A HOPEFUL FUTURE

Facing Down Religious Hate
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KEY QUESTIONS

Where are Canadians today in terms of their engagement with religion? Is
it shifting?

* Who is religious in Canada today? Who is not?

* Who is in your congregation? Do they believe and practice what your faith
tradition holds to be true?

* How do we see ourselves and how do we see our society in embracing a
public faith?



THE GOOD...

* The 18RR24 age group are still comparatively committed within the
Christian tradition. They are attending services, reading scripture, and

praying.
* Immigrants, especially in non-Christian faiths, are religiously committed.

* Those who are raised in a Christian tradition and participate in religious
ceremonies are more likely to remain in the faith they were raised in.



-.AND THE NOT SO GOOD

* While a stable number of Christians in the 18334 age group are
religiously committed, there is a growing number who are now non-
religious.

* A growing number of Roman Catholics and Mainline Protestants do not
believe in God.

* Those who self-identify as Roman Catholics and Mainline Protestants
are exiting communal worship and are increasingly among the
Spiritually Uncertain.



THE SHIFTING LANDSCAPE
OF FAITH IN CANADA

e Spectrum of Spirituality
* Faith Journey

e Faith in Public Life



SPECTRUM OF
SPIRITUALITY INDEX

Belief in God or a higher power

e Belief in life after death

 How important it is for a parent to teach their children about religious beliefs
* How often, if at all, a person feels they experience God’s presence

* How often, if at all, a person prays to God or a higher power

* How often, if at all, a person reads the Bible, Qur’an, or other sacred text

 How often, if at all, a person attends religious services (other than weddings or funerals)




A PORTRAIT OF SPIRITUALITY IN 2022
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A PORTRAIT OF SPIRITUALITY IN 2022
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Figure 8: Spectrum of Spirituality Composite, by Religious Identity, 2022

o - - - | i} . 2%
100% e, T6% [ Religiously Committed
80% - - - - L loper _ Privately Faithful
28% e 26%
. 25% . L4% Spiritually Uncertain
%  43% - °
60% 49% Non-religious
40% 48% . 0
34% w9% 52% %
0% - 4% L — % — 48%
7% 15% . : e 1%
U% 5% 1% il% B/u 10% 10% 1%
Hindu Jewish Muslim Sikh Total Roman  Mainstream Evangelical No Religion

Christian  Catholic  Protestant Christian

Note: Unweighted sample sizes of each group range from 214 to 961. Results slightly differ (+/- 4%) from the original findings presented in the April 2022
report by the Angus Reid Institute as they are weighted results and evaluate respondents’ answers to their religious identity, rather than their cultural
background. Totals may not sum to 100% due to rounding. The non-Christian faiths are taken from an oversampling of each faith group and may not be fully
representative of each faith group, especially given the lack of available data on their sociodemographic characteristics. For more details, see the appendix.




Figure 15: Total Christians, Religious Indicators, 2017 to 2022
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Figure T1: Spectrum of Spirituality, Mainline Protestants, 2017 to 2022
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Note: Unweighted survey sample sizes of Mainline Protestants range from 258 to 625. Totals may not sum to 100% due to rounding.




Figure 12: Mainline Protestants, Religious Indicators, 2017 to 2022
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Figure 37: Religion in Public Life, 2022
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Figure 38: Religion in Public Life, by Religious Identity, 2022
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Figure 39: Religion in Public Life, by Age, 2022
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Figure 41: In your view, would you say the overall presence of each of these in Canadian public life is benefiting or
damaging Canada and Canadian society?, by Spectrum of Spirituality (Net Benefiting Minus Net Damaging)
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SUMMARY THEMES

 Demographics and Immigration
* The Shrinking Middle
* Culture & Authenticity
* Evangelical & Muslim

* Public Narrative
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Ray Pennings
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Start your Saturday with

C/ARDUS INSIGHTS

in your inbox.

Join Ray Pennings as he connects the dots between faith,

business, and public life in this weekly newsletter.

Subscribe Today at cardus.ca/insights



